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within gunshot of them, I had to steal from bush to bush for more than half an.
hour; but at length one of the sentinels paid with his life for the ramble he had
made me take*

The caves of Monpezir are situated on the side of a beautiful hill, above
which rise the ruined walls of a church and of a convent of Portuguese Jesuits.
The church, whose sunken roofing encumbers nearly the whole of the interior,
forms a picturesque object beneath its mantle of ivy and convolvulus. The
sacred peepul of the Hindoos grows in all the crevices and on the walls of the
Christian temple. Beneath the church is the principal cave of this group, a
very interesting Brahminical excavation, and in the style of Elephanta; indeed,
the columns and the subjects are nearly identical.

Prom the summit of the hill the view extends over a charming bay, enclosed
between the picturesque promontory of Gora Bundur and the beautiful island of
Dravi. The channel opening into the sea is so narrow that the surface of this bay
is as calm and smooth as a'lake. The shores are covered with innumerable cocoa-
mit and tara palm-trees, which, together with some rice plantations, constitute
the entire wealth of the poor villages on this coast.

Some miles to the south of Monpezir is another small group of caves, near the
village of Magatani; but they are so covered with brushwood and worn away by
the rains that they present no object of curiosity to the ordinary tourist. It is
easy to see, however, that they are of the Vihara or monastic class, and not
temples. One of them displays itself most picturesquely, behind a screen of
creeping plg&ts, and on the edge of a small pool. Next day I was encamped
about seven miles south of Monpezir, near the little village of Amroli In order
to conclude my exploration of Salsette, it only remained for me to visit the group
of caves of Djageysar. These caves are at the distance of a coss * from the village,
in the side of a small wooded hill. The approaches are very beautiful, conducting
through a hollow path, above which banyans, interlacing their branches, form a
tunnel of foliage. The excavations of this group arc all Hindoo ; and the principal
one is of the same dimensions and the same architecture as jthe great cave of
Elephanta. The bas-reliefs appear to be inferior in point of execution ; and, the
floor being lower than the ground without, the rains have accumulated a quantity
of water which has wrought much havoc.

It will be seen that Salsette is extremely rich in memorials of antiquity,
and contains, besides the two important groups of Buddhist caves at Kenhari and
Magatani, the beautiful Brahmin caves of Jygeysir and Monpezir. In no part of
India, save at Ajunta, do we find such a juxtaposition of the two rival styles.

This island is connected with its neighbour, Bombay, by a long and broad
causeway across the strait which lies between them. The bay formed by this
important work affords one of the finest points of view in the coxxntry. It winds
about, running into the land, by which it seems entirely surrounded; and, on its
banks, the country-houses of Bandora, Koorla, Rkwah, and Mahim spread them-
selves in the midst of beautifxil gardens is&kgroves of cocoa-nut palms. I stayed
some days at Mahim, which is siti*ate un the northern extremity of the island of
Bombay, and inspected with curiosity all the remains of the ancient splendour of
this Portuguese town, which was an important port when Bombay was only a

* An Indian measure of distance, equivalent to two English xniles or thereabouts, as a ooss varies in
different districts from a mile and a half to two miles and * half.